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Royal Bastards. The Birth of Illegitimacy, 800-1230 (Oxford Studiesin Medieval European History) 1st
Edition. by SaraMcDougall (Author) > Visit Amazon's Sara McDougall Page. Find all the books, read about the
author, and more. See search resultsfor ...
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The stigmatization as “bastards’ of children born outside of wedlock is commonly thought to have emerged
early in medieval European history. Christian ideas about legitimate marriage, it is assumed, set the standard for
legitimate birth. Children born to anything other than marriage had fewer rights or opportunities. They certainly



could not become king or queen.
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Thisis SaraMcDougall’ s second book and it should establish her as one of the high flyers among American
medieval historians. Historiographically, it belongs to a genre combining kinship analysis with political and
legal history which can be traced back to Georges Duby.
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